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Excerpt: . .. B-285727 For all but one of the outbreak-related recalls, USDA and FDA were not able to determine
with certainty how the foods became contaminated. In the case in which USDA made a determination, it
concluded that salmonella got into a chicken pork dressing mix through a cracked seal in a pump that
transferred the mix from the cooking vat to the packaging line. According to USDA officials, their inspectors do
not attempt to determine the cause of contamination for every recall. They believe this is the responsibility of
the recalling company. Since January 2000, all plants that USDA inspects are required by regulation to have a
hazard analysis critical control point ( commonly called HACCP ) plan for each process in the plant. According
to USDA officials, when a company conducts a recall of a contaminated food, it must determine the cause of
the contamination and take immediate corrective action to prevent a recurrence as part of its responsibilities
under a HACCP plan. According to FDA officials, their inspectors attempt to determine the cause of
contamination for every recall. In fact, FDA guidance to its inspectors says that the facility will be examined to
determine how the food became contaminated. This information is important to ensure that points of
contamination are corrected. As CDC reports, an investigation that clarifies the nature and mechanism of
contamination can provide critical information even if the outbreak is over; understanding the contamination
event can lead to prevention measures that reduce the risk of similar outbreaks...
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