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indexed. Not illustrated. 1919 Excerpt: .36-inch gage with 100-or 110pound rails, cut in lengths of about 7 feet 6
inches. The forward movement of the shovels is commonly one track length, or about iy2 feet. Because of lack
of good surface water, shovels are supplied from deep wells, ranging from 760 to about 1,000 feet in depth. Not
only is there some difficulty in obtaining good water, but there is expense in keeping the shovels constantly
supplied. There must be a well pump to lift the water and a pressure pump to force it through the pipe line to
the shovel, as well as a supply tank near the well. In eome cases a supply tank is erected on the bank near the
shovel. Fig. 21. General view of strip pit. Width of cut, 75 feet; thickness of overburden, 80 feet. Electric shovel.
Distance of shovel from camera, one-fourth mile. In most cases a pipe of rather small diameter is used and a
highpressure pump is required to force the water. While the coal supply offers no difficulty, as the coal is merely
taken up from the uncovered bed whenever it is needed, some labor is necessary for coaling the shovel. With
one exception, all of the large shovels used in this district are operated by steam, the Pittsburg and Midway Coal
Mining Company having one electric shovel, a Bucyrus 225-B. There are two principal advantages of the electric
drive: First the decreased labor, as only two men, an engineer and...
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