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indexed. Not illustrated. 1887 Excerpt: .and took with him, not his Persian escort to make a clatter of hoofs and
a parade, but a few trusty men on foot, and even to them he did not reveal what God ha: d put into his heart to
do at Jerusalem. So, with his secret locked at present in his breast, he passed out by the gate of the valley and
rode round the city, and under the silver light of the moon and stars viewed the clean gaps, the burned
fragments of the gates, and the jagged breaches in the walls of the holy city. It was the right time to gaze on a
great and fallen city: such a ruin is sad but beautiful in that tender light. The same stars that shone above it and
upon it had glittered upon Solomon s temple, his impregnable walls, his imperial power. As Nehemiah looked
on this contrast, piteous yet lovely beneath those unchanging stars, he wept, he prayed, he drank in the scene;
and methinks it never left his mind in the good fight he fought thereafter by night as well as day. Nehemiah was
a layman, and had a layman s good sense in religion; walls were necessary to the safety and glory of the city.
They were also necessary to true religion. Idolaters must be kept out of the city, or idolatry could never be kept
out of the Jewish mind. The whole history of the nation showed this. Fresh...
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