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illustrated. 1865. Excerpt: . . . FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF 1865. DELIVERED ON THURSDAY, APRIL 27, 1865. The
House having resolved itself into a Committee of Ways and Means, The Chancellor of the Exchequer rose and
said, --Mr. Dodson, --There is, Sir, upon the whole, a somewhat remarkable contrast between the opening and
the closing incidents of the life of the present Parliament. Almost at the moment when the Parliament first met,
we had been involved, although we did not know it at the time, in complications which were to issue in a costly
and difficult war with China. The harvest of the year which succeeded proved to be the worst that had been
known for half a century; the recent experience of war had led to extensive, costly, and somewhat uncertain
reconstructions; and although the Italian war had terminated in the summer of 1859, yet for sometime
afterwards clouds hung over the continent of Europe, in such a manner and degree as to occasion vague but
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