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indexed. Not illustrated. 1788 edition. Excerpt: .and every look, is now retired to the breast, and is found only by
those who intend its destruction; as a general when the town is surrendered retreats to the citadel, which is
always less less capable of defence, when the outworks are possessed by the enemy. There is now little apparent
diIerence between the virgin and the prostitute: if they are not otherwise known, they may share the box and
the drawing-room without distinction. 7 he fame fashion which takes away the veil of modesty, will necessarily
conceal lewdnefs; and honour and shame will lose their influence, because they will no longer distinguish virtue
from vice. General custom, perhaps, may be thought an eIectual security against general censure; but it will
not always lull the suspicions of jealousy; nor can it familiarize any beauty without destroying its influence, or
diminish the prerogatives of a husband without weakening his attachment to his wife. The excess of every mode
may be declined without remarkable singularity; and the ladies, who should even dare to be singular in the
present defection of taste, would proportionably increase their power and secure their happiness. I Know that
in the vanity and the presumption of youth, it is common to alledge the consciousness of innocence, as a
reason for the contempt of censure; and a licence , not only for every freedom, but for every favour except the
last. This confidence can, perhaps, only be repressed by a fense of danger:...
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