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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1896 edition. Excerpt: .of its complication and prevention of extension; and in 1891 I
began to curette the uterus for acute salpingitis and peritonitis. The results obtained were startling. A riper
experience and more careful observation of my cases have led me to expect a cure (or, rather, to retain the
idea of my paper, to prevent suppuration) from curettage, irrigation, and the use of antiseptic dressings in one
class of cases only, namely, those cases of first infection when seen within a week aEer extension of the
infection outside the uterus. This operation, the advocacy of which brought so much unpleasant criticism upon
me, is now the accepted routine procedure in most of our general hospitals. I have applied it in nearly a
hundred cases of acute first attacks and have never seen failure result from it when early applied. If we secure
good results from this treatment, where an infection has already extended to the tubes and pelvic peritoneum,
it may be presumed that the curettage is indicated whenever the endometrium is infected. My experience has
taught me that such is the case. The causes of failure in the hands of others I have traced to the use of strong
antiseptics. within the uterine cavity, partial removal of deeris, and incomplete packing of the uterus. Dr. Pryor
operates, viz.: The uterus is thoroughly curetted and irrigated. All instruments being changed, . in a few
minutes, the cul-de-sac is opened and a wide blunt dissection made...
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