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indexed. Not illustrated. 1899 Excerpt: .they should preach. The death of John the Baptist would also be a
fruitful theme, and many a wise word on duty, and faithfulness, and devotion, and the martyr s crown that was
within the vision of their own future, would be spoken. Thus were the disciples being trained for their future
work for the multitudes. It is quite probable that Jesus may have gathered his disciples again around him in the
afternoon at the close of his other labors, just before he fed the multitude. THIRD. From Mark (6: 34) we learn
that when Jesus saw the multitudes he was filled with compassion for them. Jesus has compassion for all the
people of the world. His soul longs to help them. He desires to be their Shepherd, and he has come from afar, at
great cost, to furnish them with healing and with the bread of life. FOURTH. Jesus came forth from his retreat,
where he was gaining his needed rest, and welcomed the multitudes (Luke 9: II, R. V.) and taught them many
things concerning the kingdom of God (Mark and Luke). FIFTH. He healed them that had need of healing
(Matthew and Luke). He thus (1) showed them his authority as a teacher, his works giving greater weight to his
truths and promises and revelations. (2) He illustrated the nature and power of the gospel, making it attractive
and plain. He was showing what his kingdom meant for suffering humanity, a river of...
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