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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1919 Excerpt: .they became the centers of the life of the time. It was from the castles
that the feudal barons ruled their lands. It was there that the peasants found refuge from the attacks of
Northmen and other enemies. In them chivalry was born and flourished; at their gates tournaments, jousts, and
other knightly festivals took place; and in their halls the wandering singers, who were building up a new
literature, found the readiest welcome and the most eager and appreciative listeners. 230. Plan of a Norman
Castle. Let us fancy ourselves back in the eleventh or twelIh century, and examine a castle. We shall find the
country very diJerent, we may be sure, from what it is today. Great forests stand where now there are
flourishing towns; and everything has a wilder, more unsettled look. Here is a castle in France that will suit our
purpose. It was built by one of the vassals of William the Conqueror, and has been the scene of many sieges and
battles. See how everything is arranged so as to make easy its defense. It is built on the top of a steep hill, and
around its walls is dug a deep ditch or moat. At the outer edge of the moat we see a strong palisade of heavy
stakes set in the ground. Just inside this is a path, along which sentries march in time of war. The gate, too, is
doubly and triply guarded. In front of it...
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