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new approach to Earth's biography, senior Carnegie Institution researcher and national bestselling author
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4.567 billion year existence. He calls upon a flurry of recent discoveries to portray our planet's many iterations
in vivid detail--from its fast-rotating infancy when the Sun rose every five hours and the Moon filled 250 times
more sky than it does now, to its sea-bathed youth before the first continents arose; from the Great Oxidation
Event that turned the land red, to the globe-altering volcanism that may have been the true killer of the
dinosaurs. Through Hazen's theory of "co-evolution," we learn how reactions between organic molecules and
rock crystals may have generated Earth's first organisms, which in turn are responsible for more than two-
thirds of the mineral varieties on the planet--thousands of different kinds of crystals that could not exist in a
nonliving world."The Story of Earth" is also the story of the pioneering men and women behind the sciences.
Readers will meet blackmarket meteorite hawkers of the Sahara Desert, the gun-toting Feds who guarded the
Apollo missions' lunar dust, and the...
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